DOG TO ENGLISH TRANSLATION CHART

elaxed body posture

C—

reloxed +ail,
moy be u)(lgging

CALM & NEUTRAL

+il low,
+ip may wag

IEOn:ng back or
+urning +he body

\_/5\

ready +o Just

fall asleep \/

ears back

ears are forward,
mouth may Close

leaning forward

S

RELAXED ANXIOUS & NERVOUS

mQy be bom(:ing
into this position

ears flatt+ened +Qil +ucked

y )

+aul waggmg

ALERT
[\

+all, forward posture

Crouchtng =

PLAYFUL

The Ploy Bow

+ai red hign - FRIGHTENED

ears forward
+ail +ucked in

)

pows +ucked in

fast+ waqging +aul

2 DOMINANT

no hackles

)

A

ready +o pounce
or Chase

EXCITED

o

stiff posture

SUBMISSIVE
3 ‘T give up, don't hurt me" pose

+ail waves 'like a Hag“

AGGRESSIVE

COPYRIGHT 2010, DOGS FOR DEFENSE K-9 - ONLINE AT WWW.DFDK9.COM



Body Language of Fear in Dogs
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Slight Cowering Major Cowering

More Subtle Signs of Fear & Anxiety

Licking Lips Panting Brow Furrowed, Ears to Side
when no food nearby when not hot or thirsty

Moving in Slow Motion Acting Sleepy or Yawning Hypervigilant
walking slow on floor when they shouldn't be tired looking in many directions
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Moving Away Pacing
but was hungry earlier
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TALKING DOG

Dogs communicate using body language more than they do vocally. Here's a quick guide to
get a good idea of what your dog is telling you. Look at the whole of the dog: head, face,
body and tail to get a more accurate idea of what the dog is saying.

FEARFUL / ANXIOUS / STRESSED

In all cases, respect the dogs need for space and offer signs of

TAIL POSITIONS

appeasement and peace: See the Doggy Dos and Don'ts poster ik @
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If not read correctly, stress, anxiety and fear often lead to behaviour wagging slowly '
commonly termed "aggressive", as the dog attempts to make it clearer that \

they are uncomfortable: raised hackles are a sign of fear:

CONTENT / HAPPY / SOCIAL

These dogs pose no immediate threat.

TAIL POSITIONS
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HOW TO

UNDERSTAND YOUR
DOG'S
BODY LANGUAGE

STARRING RUSTY THE poG ~~7
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(ALERT) (ANGRY) (STRESSED)
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(CURIOUS) (HAPPY)

(OVERIOYED) (STRESS RELEASE)

(RESPECT) (ANXIOUS) (NEED SPACE)
(THREATENED)

(SUSPICIOUS)

(RELAXED) (FRIENDLY & POLITE)
(FRIENDLY) (PRETTY PLEASE)
//;
(HELLO, | LOVE YOU) (FEED ME) (CONTENT) {1 LOVE YOU, DON'Y STOP)

sheknows



POGGIE LANGUAGE

starring Boogie the Boston Terrier
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STRESSED STRESSED "PEACE!" "RESPECT!" NEED SPACE
yawn nose lick shiff ground turn & walk away whale eye g
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“PEACE!"
look away
head turn

STALKING

STRESSED STRESS RELEASE RELAXED “RESPECT!" FRIENDLY & POLITE FRIENDLY

scratching shake off soft ears, blinky eyes  offer his back curved body

o At woA

PRETTY PLEASE "I'M YOURLOVE BUG" "HELLOILOVEYou!" “MFRIENDLY!"
round puppy face belly rub pose greeting stretches play bow
[ f
"YOU WILL FEED ME"  CURIOUS HAPPY OVERJOYED "MMMM...."
head tilt (or hot) wiggly

"READY!"
prey bow

"1 LOVE YOU
DON'T STOP"
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